4 June, 1940 


The ®mperor is Snid to have instructed the 
Imperial Household Ministers; "waKatsyuxre is a 
candidate for the position. However, because of the 
London Treaty, and the fact that he was the President 
of the Minseito for a long time, there may be obstac- 
les because the feeling against him will not abate, 
KONOYP is also a likely Candidate, but he has too 
many men around him. Besides this, there is a 
necessity for him to actually lead political parties 


in the future and I believe that we showla refrain 


from bringing him up at this time, HTRANTMA appears 


to keep confidences well, tut the genro will, in all 


probability, object to this. I believe that KIDO 


would be Suitable, but he is young and it vould be 
very regrettable if it Should cost him his colitical 
future! 

The above was the opinion of the "mperor, T 
Was summoned by the Imperial Household Minister at 
10:00 p.m. of the SOth, and he said: "T wonder which 


one Prince SATONTT would select, or nernans there Are 


ele 
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some other persons. Please go to Okitsu immediately 
tomorrow morning." T had some opinions of my own 
aud there was a necessity to gain the opinions of 
others. Therefore, I asked for the opinions of 
KONOYF, MATSUDAIRA, Admiral OKADA and the like, and 
the point on which they all agreed was that XIDO 
would be the safest. KIDO was well acquainted with 
matters within the Imperial Household and also with 
recent political conditions. TI met the Premier and 
asked his opinion on the matter and he replied; 
"There is no objection to KIDO." 

I went to Okitsu from Shizuoka on the Tsubame 
on the 3lst and immediately met the Prince. When 
I relayed the message of the Fmperor to the Prince, 
he said: "pue to the fact that I have fust recevered 
from an illness and an quite well on in years, there 
have been many recent issves on which TI am not well 
informed, Although this is inexcusable, I cannot make 


a reply.e Please say this and applogize for me. This 


is not a reply, but if they are to seek a man, how 


about IKKI or OKADA?" I (HARADA) then said: "yon 
previously said that this was such an important matter 
that I should not repeat your opinions to anyone. If 
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it is so important, how about expressing vour thoughts 


on this subject to the Wmperor?" The Prince, however, 


remained adamant. 

Later, at around 3;00 p.m. I called the Imperial 
Household Minister and conveyed this fact. The 
Imperial Household Minister replicds "vou are quite 
correct. Accordingly, I chall visit the Tord Feeper 
of the Privy Seal and consult vith him personally. 
After that I shetl learn the “tes of the @mperor and 
tT shall call you ngain., Wait for the call." 

At a litt.< past 7:30 ,.m., therr was a call 
from the Imperial Househol¢ Ninistrr. He said? "The 
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal seid that he recommends 
KIDO to succecd him. I am of the same opinion. When 
I reported this fact to the Wmperor, he gave his 
approval and said that he has confidence in KIDDO. 
However, the Pmperor added that there might be some 
opposition and to ask the opinion of SAIONJI. There=- 
fore, ask the Prince of this matber ." 

I went to the Prince's place after 8:00 p.m. and 
conveyed the message of the Imperial Houschold Minister, 
The Prince said: "The original method of going about 
this matter scomed very irresponsible, so although 
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4t is a very painful, matter, I trovble you. The 
fact is that there ts noth?re more excellent than 
to have a predecessor rocommend a successor, then 
have that persen rdorsed by a Minister who should 
be in favor of him (in other words, the Imperial 
Household winister) and then gain the approval of 
the Fmpcror, TI am very satisfied and there is 
absolutely no objection on my part." Therefore, T 
4mmediately called the tmpcvial Household Minister 
and asked him to convey this message to the “mperore 
The Imperial Houschold Ministor was quite happy and 
said: "I intend to spoak to the Premier tomorrow 
morning (June 6th), and also to Konoy® who is the 
President of the privy Council. After this, I intend 
to have the investituree Elcasc stay at Ckitsu until 
the ceremenies are over." 
Therefore, I waited in ekitsu. The following 
day, the Imperial Housohold Minister conferred with 
KONOYF over the phono and he was of the same opinion. 
The Premier 2180 agrecde Accordingly, KIDO was 
summoned directly by the Imperial Houschold Minister 
and KIDO replied that he would give an answer after 


consulting with KONOYR. AS & result ef this conference, 


KIDO accepted and the investiture was safely concluded, 
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